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Methods Each surveying group was allocated a different area within the Isle 
of Purbeck. Our group was given Kingswood (grid reference SY997813), a 
wooded area popular with sika deer, situated between Corfe (to the west) and 
Swanage to the east. Having met our survey leader, we then split into 4 
subgroups each taking a different pathway through Kingswood on route to our 
meeting place at the top of Kingswood Down. Our plan was that the subgroup 
walking through the eastern side of wood would drive the deer to the west 
where the rest of us were located. Each subgroup was armed with a map and 
a recording sheet. 
  
Each subgroup drew a coloured line on their map showing the exact route 
they were taking and noted, using a numbering system, the actual spot where 
deer were seen accompanied by an arrow indicating the direction in which the 
animals were travelling. This information was then cross-referenced with a 
more extensive recording sheet in which details of the number of deer, 
species, sex and age at each sighting was noted along with the exact time, 
location and specific habitat type. It is hoped that such precise recordings with 
the direction arrows reduce any possibility of groups of deer being counted 
twice. General information on the weather conditions, temperature and overall 
time period of the survey was also recorded on the form.  All subgroups 
successfully met at Kingswood Down and results were compared before 
heading off for breakfast. 
 
 
Results 
  
As always, these figures do not represent the actual deer population but it 
does provide an index of deer presence on National Trust land in Purbeck. 
This data provides a useful snapshot which can be compared with results 
from previous years to estimate trends in population. It also helps to focus our 
management efforts (deer culling and habitat management) and gain 
understanding of where the deer are likely to be. We have attempted to rule 
out any double counting issues by collating all the maps and data (number of 
deer seen, what time and what direction they were travelling) but of course 
there is always the possibility that some deer have been seen twice.  
  
So the total deer seen across all National Trust land was 518 Sika (30 Stags, 
430 Hinds and Calves and 58 Prickets) and 20 Roe (6 Bucks and 14 Roe). 
The breakdown is as follows: 
 
 
 
  



Area Sika Roe 
Studland and Godlingston 168 4
Kingswood and Ailwood 18   
Wilkswood/Langton Westwood 17   
South Purbeck (not inc. Langton 
westwood) 27 16
Corfe 2   
Halfway Farm 45   
Hartland Moor, Farm and Middlebere 241   
Total 518 20
  
The total figure of Sika deer was a little under the number of deer seen in the 
April 2011 census, which was a total of 540. As for Roe, numbers were 
considerably reduced from April 2011 survey, which was a total of 36 deer.  
 


